802                       PAURANIC  A(iE   : PILLARS.
The Karli pillar is surmounted by 4 lions. The two
Erun pillars belong to the Gupta times.
The Iron-Pillar of Delhi (22 it, above ground and
20 inches under ground) bears an undated inscription on
it, Prinsep gives it to 4th or 5th and Dr. Bhau Daji,
to 5th or 6th century A. D
Dr. Fergusson wonders at the Hindu skill in forging
such huge ironbars at that agey unknown to Europe
until recently. The temple at Kanarac had similar
long bars on the roof. It is still unrusted ; the capital
and inscription are as clear and sharp now as when
put up, 14 centuries ago. Mr. J. C. Allen thinks that
the Iron-Pillar probably belonged to ancient Indra-
prastha The writing on it shows that it was called
"The Arm of Fame of Raja Dhavala who subdued
a people that lived by the 7 mouths of the Sindhu
(Indus) and obtained with his own arm, undivided
sovereignty on earth," Iron-pillars exist also at Abu
and Dhar. J. Hoffmann has taken a photo of the Delhi
pillars. Sir Robert Hadfield has made a chemical
analysis of it. The pillars and beams were probably
originally painted. The ancient Hindus were -quite
familiar with the 'use of iron, steel &c. The Vedic
literature mentioni Surmi^ sword and other weapons,
Many arms and implements have bfcen discovered at
Tennevalli, South India, South has been famous for ite
steel called Wocts^ Speciments of steel have betn
found in those ancient weapons and implements,
(ii) Stupas or Topes are erected to mark snrne
sacred event or site or t6 preserve some relic of Buddha.